'Lhe Credit and Intereſt of Great Britain conſider'd, 
Or the May ro Live above Mant: 


WHERE 1N 


Temperance 1s commended for her Decency, and being Provident. 


wW hat is the Thing our Natures do require, 

But Hod & Raiment, Houſz-room, and ſome Fire? 
- Ifall ßich things by ſearching Nature's Store, 
There is enough rv fe; ve our Turns, and more. 
What is that Thing which in the World 15 wanting, 
And yet with ſome there's many things go ſcanting ; 
Who may in juſtice truly charge a Bill 

Againſt themſelves, for pleaſing of their W ill: 

For if the Faſhions of the World we follow, 

Our open Throat much Subſtance ſoon will ſwallow. 


Above all Want if thou would live and die, 
Some honeſt Way of Labour thou mult ſpy, 
Which being found, with Care therein proceed ; 
There's ſeldom Want, where Men do ftrive indeed: 
If Land thou haſt, the ſame with Labour till, 
'That thou thy Barns with Store thereby may*lt fill: 
In Labour hard let none deny to ſhare; 
he idle Sort are oft caught in a Snare 
tf honeſt Labour thou doſt daily follow, | 
The Fruits thereof thou wilt forbear to ſwallow. 


And if by Labour thou doſt find Increaſe, 
Provide a Store againſt thy Strength doth ceaſe ; 
Tt to thy ſelf thou doſt but prove ſo kind, 

As Age comes on thou wilt much Comfort find. 


I Country farmers careful be, they'll thrive ; 


And fo may ſuch who Trade in Towns do drive : 
But Citizens oft reap a flender Crop, 

For that the labern itands too near the o; 
And ſucli as do that coſtly Liquor follow, 

In little time a good Eſtate may {wallow. 


Be diligent whillt you ſome Subſtance have; 
When all is gone, *twill be too late ro fave; 
What Nature wants, let Care always ſupply, 
Not with a waſteful Hand, or greedy Eye. 

A careful Man, whoſe Wages is but {mal}, 
Unto Decay is ſeldom known to fall: 

For ſuch as labour, both with Heart and Hand, 
For want of Work, do ſeldom Idle ſtand; 

And all that do their Labour duly follow, 

Will learn to ſave what others lightly ſwallow. 


If Men an4 Women careful were to fave, 
Few would be forc?d from others for to crave, 
*Tiz too much waſte, that after bringeth Want, 
And makes our Subſtance to grow very ſcant. 
To Men and Women, this Advice I give, 

If you in Credit all your ag” 6 would live, 
Above your {elves O never ſtrive to go, 
Leſt to your ſelves you prove a fatal Foe : 
For if the Faſhions of this World you follow 
Exceſſively, much Subltance you will ſwallow. 


May I nor ſay without deſerved Blame, 
The Country Wife exceeds the City Dame? 
1 will not ſay, in Garbs and coſtly Tire, 
For then indeed my Words ye might admire : 

They both do mind what ſome do Credit call, 
Which very hard on Citizens do fall; 
Though Trade be ſmall, and Rents excceding high, 
The thing call'd Credit mult by no means die- 

To keep up which, all Faſhions they will follow, 
Ti Faſhions ſometimes all their Credit ſwallow. 


A Lofty Houſe ſome dearly love to ſee, 
With Furniture that therewith doth agree : 
A Table ſpread, with Dainties of all kind, 
And Gueſts agreeing to their lofty mind; 
Which Houſe is ſhewn, with all the Rich Attire, 
The Gueſts pretend the ſame for to admire ; 
From them Applauſes you ſhall never lack, 
Which dorh invite the other Glaſs of Sack: 
Glaſs atter Glaſs for Credit ſake ſhall follow, 
And every Glaſs their Subſtance helps to ſwallow. 


All this at Home, but when they go Abroad, 
They ſee new Faſhions of the A-la-mode ; 
Thele they will have, whatever it may coſt, 
To keep up Credit, left it ſhould be loit : 
They'll have fine Knacks, themſelves to amplify, 
Which rather ferves to pleaſe another's Eye, 
To gain vain Praiſe which like a Bubble dies; 
Alas ! irom Praiſe, what Profit doth ariſe ? 
And yet tor Pra iſe, all Faſhions they will follow ; 
But where's the Praiſe, if they their Subſtance ſwallow ? 


The Thing calPd Credit, with its glittering Beams, 
Runs Men and Women on to great Extreams ; 
Who would feem higher, than perhaps they are, 
And ſuch Ambition proves to them a Snare, 

But is it Credit that doth work Man's fall? 

Or ſome thing elſe that we may edit call ? 
Another Name for it more fit I tin, 

Wich is Ambition or a puſſ'd up Mind: 

Who minds his Credit, will not Faſhions follow, 
But careful keep what others lightly ſwallow. 


The Houſe, the Habit, and the growing Score, 
Are ne'er content, but (till doth crave for more: 
| The more there is, the mcre they all require, 


| From Such as do vain Glory much admire ; 


Until at length Decays they come to ſpy, 

Their Credit made their Stock away to fly; | 
Large Bills appear which forthwith mult be pay'd, 
Their Credit's crack'd if that ſhould be delay*d ; 
And then ſuch Men are forc'd to go and borrow, 
For to make up what they in vain did ſwallow. 


Can we forget whence doth ſuch things enſue, 
When our Expcricnce brings unto our View 
The common Fate of ſuch who ſpend their Store, 
Not Hands, but Wits, are put to work for more; 
For when that Vice a Want hath brought, 
To fetch it up, ſtrange Ways are ſought ; 


| And for Supplies, their ſecret Wants to hide, 


All equal Dealings ſhall be laid aſide : 
They?ll ſtretch and reach, and ſuch Devices follow, 


| As will in time much Stock and Credit ſwallow. 


When Men of Credit are in ſtock decay'd, 
There is more borrow'd, than is ever pay'd ; - 
They?ll force a Trade, whilſt Caſh they can procure, 
They'n ſwim as long as Time or Tide will dure: 
This bad Exchange, they will not ſtick to make, 
All honeſty ſhall go more caſh to rake ; 
Which makes this Eccho every where to ſound, 
An hone(t Man is hard for to be found: 
To find out one, my Counſel always follow, 


Eye careful Men, who little Subſtance ſwallow. 


* 


Who ſell Eſtates, for which they never wrous!:: ? 
Or who for Debt are to a Priſon brought? 5 
Not Country Farmers, who, with painful Hand, 
Amongſt their Servants help to Till their Land. 
Who ſhuts up Shop, and o're the Occan fail, 
Leaving their Friends their downtal to bewail ? 
But ſuch as did their Buſineſs too much ſlight, 
Or hauat the Taverns both by Day and Night; 
Which ſometimes makes their Correſpondents follow, 
When they rheir own and others Stocks did ſwallow. 


Were Men fo wiſe, they would good Notice take 
Ot other Creatures, who Provilion make, 
For to prevent the Knowledge of much want, 
And yet their Labour never makes them pant. 


The active Bee our great neglects may check, 


Who takes no care her Body tor to deck ; 

By her Induſtry, Sweetnets ſhe doth find, 

A little Houſe doth well content her Mind; 

In Summer-time her Labour ſhe will follow, 
And Winter-Store {he will torbear to ſwallow. 


The little Creature which we call an Aut, 
In Wiatcr fealon is not known to want; 


| For that in Summer {he dothi Meat prepare, 


And lays it up in Store tor Winter Farc, 

Whole good Examples, did we all but take, 
And for our Time a right Improvement make, 
We ſhould not run out whit we had roo lan 


* 


And live in Credit whilit our Lives did het. 
It it be fo, henceforth my Countei Hollow, 
And careful keep what others lightly Caaliow 


Threfore mind this, and if you want {om 
Take Temperazxce to be your waiting Maid 
Adviſing ſuch who are too Til and Nic 
In all Cocerns to take from her Advice; 

Who is by Nature very Meck and Mid, 

And never was by any means detiPd ; 

In decent Raiment the is always clad, 

Not over merry nor extreamly fad : 

Her Counſel take, and her Directions follow, 
And you will ſave what others lightly ſwallow. 


Ambitious Minds her Prudence will not know, 
She takes her Seat always amongſt the low: 
She will not buy the Thing that is too dear, 
And ſaves thereby much Money in the Year : 
Her watchtul Eye doth fcldom over-ſleep ; 
In decent Garbs her Family ſhell keep, 
Their Meat in order ſhall provided be, 
But (till without much Superfluity : 
She is too prudent Faſhions for to follow, 


And ſhuns ſuch Things as will her Subſtance ſwallow. 


Were we ſo wiſe her Counſel for to take, 
No walte of Subſtance ſhould we ever make ; 
True Temperance would be a help at Hand 
To /ave our Money, and to keep our Land, 
And that's the Credit every Man ſhould prize, 
The ſaving Hand to good Eſtates deth riſe - 
In all Concerns the is a certain Guide, 
And from our Preſence will at no time ſlide ; 
Who is ſo bent her Counſel for to follow, 


Preſerves in Store what others lightly ſwallow. 
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